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A dictionary of human geography, by three eminent 
geographers, and with over 2,000 listings, would be a welcome 
addition to the resources of senior geographers and students 
interested specifically in human geography. 

This volume is immensely interesting to all geographers and 
those in associated fields, as it covers a wide range of current 
terminology connected to human geography. Its selections are 
broad in scope and provide a text for browsing, as well as in-
depth research. The entries are clearly expressed for the serious 
geography reader, as well as for those seeking a quick meaning 
for an unknown term.  

This dictionary is wide-ranging in its definition of human 
geography and includes a broad sweep of current terms in 
this volume. Entries consider key concepts, people, schools of 
thought, time periods, major events, specific places and relevant 
organisations for terms being presented.  

The alphabetical listings are accompanied and supported 
by references, advice for further reading, web links and an 
extensive appendix containing maps. The interesting web 
links suggest unusual wikis and websites. The dictionary also 
includes web links that are updated on a dedicated companion 
web site. Many of the terms have been cross referenced in 
the text, allowing the reader to gain a full understanding and 
implication of terms.  

Topics covered in this highly useful and extensive volume 
include surveillance with cross references to biopolitics and Big 
Data, risk society which is a new form of subpolitics exemplified 
by Greenpeace, through to tactile mapping. Familiar terms 
such as humanistic geography, maps and shifting cultivation 
are covered, but they come with a fresh approach or additional 
insight.

This is really a highly useful text that should be in every school 
or college. Its current and broad scope makes it a wonderful text 
for all those interested in human geography, which is all of us. 

Kerry Bainbridge
Brentwood Secondary College, Victoria

An introduction to human-environment geography is a complex 
and thoughtful book aimed at introductory tertiary-level 
Geography students. The 14 chapters are set out as a textbook 
resource, although much of the content reads like a novel. Each 
chapter includes an icebreaker (normally a case study), clearly 
defined objectives followed by the major themes, and finally a 
summary – which includes key vocabulary and a set of thought-
provoking critical questions.

The main objective of the book is to introduce students to 
geography’s unique and rich approach to understanding 
human-environment interactions and environmental issues. 
The icebreakers provide fascinating case studies used to 
illustrate such themes as human modification of the landscape 
and globalisation. One example describes the unusual but 
interesting trade, by the Incas and subsequently some European 
civilisations, of a type of bird droppings to illustrate themes 
such as human dependence on natural factors, sustainability 
of natural resources, and the complexities of controlled 
management of the environment. A discussion follows about 
ideas such as the inability of global capitalist systems to limit 
consumption and the limits of preservation in open ecosystems 
and economies.

Other case studies – such as increased biodiversity created 
by black-earth burning and farming practices in the Amazon – 
demonstrate the depth within this book.

The authors certainly offer a wide variety of research fields and 
locations – from tropical agriculture to GIS to coastal livelihoods 
and from Sub-Saharan Africa to the Spanish Pyrenees to cattle 
ranches in Mexico. Such diversity is evident in the extent of 
the case studies and examples described in this book, giving 
key themes context and real world application. Interesting 
comparisons such as between humans and animals – for 
example, the beaver’s ability to dam streams and thus modify 
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the landscape for their own benefit – or between the population 
densities of India and the Netherlands demonstrate this 
diversity.

As the title suggests, this book’s major focus is on human-
environment interactions and it often highlights the lack of 
awareness people have about these interactions – such as 
where our food comes from – resulting in our detachment 
from the impacts of urbanisation and environmental issues 
such deforestation. It provides wonderful links between local 
and global scales, for example comparing local atmospheric 
pollution issues with global warming, shifting cultivation 
practices with modern agricultural systems, and factors 
influencing an area’s fertility rates with the global food crisis. 

Possibly the most impressive aspect of the book is that, along 
with such rich contextual themes, it incorporates in-depth 
explanations of physical geography essentials such as the 
biophysical factors that drive the planet’s climate or biomes 
distributions.

An impressive variety of geographic data displayed, including 
maps and graphs, are used to help explain things like polar air 
cells or rural-urban population distributions. One of the only 
disappointments of the book is that the images are in black and 
white and thus it is not the most visually engaging textbook. 
The book ends by focusing on the practical application of these 
ideas, and describes fieldwork and the collection of location-
based data setting geography apart from other disciplines in 
that it provides real and meaningful context.

Finally, this book is recommended for teachers wanting a 
deeper understanding of some of the rich, underlying themes 
within Australian Curriculum: Geography topics such as 
Changing Nations at Year 8 or Environmental Change and 
Management at Year 10. However, the content is beyond the 
level of most secondary students. At the very least, key themes 
such as the impacts of globalisation and capitalism on natural 
resources make this book a very interesting read for any 
secondary or tertiary geography teacher. 

Matt Davidson
Waverley Christian College, Victoria

This book is a welcome invitation to review the geographical 
thinking that underpins one’s curriculum design and teaching. 
It asks the reader to reconsider what counts and begins by 
considering how the discipline of geography has changed in 
the last 100 years or so. 

Effective innovation in 
the secondary geography 
curriculum: 
a practical guide. By Charles 
Rawding. Milton Park: 
Routledge, 
2013, 190 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9780415519069
http://www.routledge.com

Flood country: 
An environmental history of the 
Murray-Darling Basin. By Emily 
Gorman. Collingwood: CSIRO 
Publishing, 

2012, 280 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9780643101586.
http://www.publish.csiro.au

After examining the changing nature of academic geography, 
chapter 2 turns to the changing nature of school geography 
in England. Rawding discusses key concepts of place, space, 
scale, environment and landscape in geography, which may 
resonate with Australian teachers as these echo some of the 
key concepts of the Australian Curriculum: Geography.

The following section drills into how to construct a coherent 
curriculum for Geography within a school and provides some 
checklists and aspects for consideration. 

The second part of this book turns attention to how the specific 
academic areas of geography can be effectively incorporated 
into school curriculum. Each area – holistic geography, 
human geographies, environmental geographies and physical 
geographies – is considered in a separate chapter.

Each chapter concludes with a summary, and provide points for 
consideration which can be used as useful stimulus for teacher 
education and for practising secondary school teachers. The 
small section on useful teaching resources, in each chapter, 
merely reinforces that this is a book about exploring big ideas 
rather than a how to teach geography. A central feature of 
this book is that Rawding pushes the reader to come to an 
educated and justified conclusion about what to teach and how 
to teach it. In so doing, the author reinforces the importance of 
curriculum decisions made at school level in order to develop 
young people with the capacity to think geographically to 
explain the world that they live in.

This book is a clear and lively read, and key ideas are clearly 
articulated. It is carefully grounded in seminal literature, 
largely derived from the United Kingdom. Given the influence 
of British curriculum in Australia, it remains interesting and 
useful to compare the development of curriculum in Australian 
jurisdictions with this detailed account of English curriculum. 

Jeana Kriewaldt
The University of Melbourne, Victoria

This book explores how the understanding of the nature of the 
rivers, floods and floodplains of the Murray-Darling Basin river 
system has changed over time. 

Early European settlers encountered very different river systems 
to those at home. They had to learn, often from the indigenous 
people, how to deal with variable rivers and climate in an alien 
and challenging environment. One change in this understanding 
was that “floods are good because they regenerate vegetation, 
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The book’s great strength for use in geographical education 
is that it brings together papers from elite Australian climate 
change researchers, each presenting a summary review of 
issues within their respective fields.  The well-structured 
chapters are generally highly readable and relevant to Australian 
students.  That said, at times a strongly academic writing style 
is used and more could have been made of figures, tables 
and diagrams if the work wished to engage younger readers.  
In fact, several of the black and white figures are difficult to 
interpret.  

That brings me to my major criticism – the work does not 
innovate significantly beyond freely available material on 
climate change in Australia.  As such, Four degrees of global 
warming presents an excellent review of climate change risks 
for Australia, but leaves the reader with a sense of impending 
doom.  The book does not sufficiently develop the agenda for 
reversing contemporary governance failures at Australian or 
international scales and the reader is left with the feeling that 
if key Australian academics in the field are not articulating an 
effective response to this catastrophe, then who is?  For that 
reason, a teacher would need to carefully frame learning around 
the text to avoid the death geographies of climate change and 
bring students to an understanding of the implications for their 
local places and systems.    

I think this is a valuable, succinct review of climate change for 
Australia, but it is surprisingly conservative given the editor’s 
outstanding history in pushing the envelope in environmental 
politics.  The awful future presented by this book needs a 
manifesto to support young Australians – who have the most 
to lose – lead a revolution in thought and action that will allow 
them to survive and thrive through a period of climate change.  
Perhaps that will be the theme of Professor Christoff’s next 
book!

Dr Douglas K Bardsley
The University of Adelaide, South Australia

bring richness to the alluvial soils and are sources of water, but 
they can also be dangerous” (p. 7).

Four key flood events and their impacts on a specific town 
and its surrounding region are examined in detail. These are 
Gundagai 1852, Bourke 1890, Mildura 1956, and Cunnamulla 
1990. Another important focus is how attitudes and approaches 
to managing floods have changed over time.

Clearly labelled subheadings and a comprehensive index makes 
locating relevant material easy. The introduction contains a 
very good description of the geographic characteristics of the 
Murray-Darling Basin while the text is supported by a range of 
visual materials including maps, and black and white and colour 
photographs.

Flood country is a thorough and comprehensive resource. It 
is definitely a teachers’ resource, especially for teachers in 
Victoria who may be looking for different case studies to use in 
Victorian Certificate of Education Geography Unit 3. The spatial 
concepts of location, movement, spatial interaction, region, and 
spatial change over time in particular are very well covered. 

Relevant topics include the differing perceptions of how water 
in this region may be a resource to various groups including 
graziers, irrigators, engineers and townspeople, how this scarce 
resource should be managed, and the conflicts that may arise. 
The issues of sustainability and future resource management in 
Australia today and in the future are also addressed. 

John Ramsdale 
Montmorency, Victoria

Four degrees of global 
warming: 
Australia in a hot world. Edited by 
Peter Christoff. Abingdon and New 
York: Routledge, 

2014, 268 pages, paperback, ISBN 
9780415824583. 
http://www.taylorandfrancis.com

This edited review of the current knowledge of Australian 
climate change projections, potential impacts, and adaptation 
opportunities provides a unique summary of current knowledge 
on the topic. The specific focus on Australia makes it an 
excellent resource for educators wishing to draw from a single 
text to support a unit of enquiry at senior high school or 
university undergraduate levels.  

While there are numerous strengths in this highly relevant 
book, in my opinion there are also limitations which would need 
to be acknowledged within an education setting.   In particular, 
the book meets its central aim of making “us aware of the likely 
social, ecological and economic implications of the catastrophic 
climate change for Australia and its region” (p. 1).  However, as 
a compendium realised by the Australian climate establishment, 
it needed to do more than that to be the vital educational text 
on the topic – it needed to also engender a sense of hope 
that there is a place for young Australians to engage with and 
transform society to mitigate climate risks and adapt to change.

Geography through 
enquiry: 
Approaches to teaching and 
learning in the secondary school. 
By Margaret Roberts. Sheffield: 
Geographical Association, 

2013, 208 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9781843773375. 
http://www.geography.org.uk

A compelling contemporary read given that enquiry underpins 
many learning areas and subjects in curriculum frameworks 
around the globe such as in England, Singapore and in the 
Australian Curriculum. This textbook is primarily for teachers 
and pre-service teachers and it is “written for people interested 
in the geographical education of students aged 11–18” (p. 4). 

The author notes inquiry is undertaken in many areas in 
addition to geographical education. Indeed this book is highly 
relevant for all teachers interested in further honing their 
knowledge and skills in teaching and learning using enquiry 
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http://www.geography.org.uk


GEOGRAPHICAL EDUCATION    VOLUME 27, 201464

Living in a warmer 
world: 
How a changing climate will 
affect our lives. Edited by Jim 
Salinger. Collingwood: CSIRO 
Publishing, 

2013, 246 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9781486300280. http://
www. www.publish.csiro.au

approaches. Much of the curriculum in the various Australian 
jurisdictions is underpinned with using enquiry approaches. 

The author emphasises that enquiry must be contextual. 
That is, rather than simply involving the learning of generic 
knowledge and understanding of enquiry and its skills, 
it needs to be applied to something worth knowing about and 
understanding. Not just enquiry for the sake of enquiry or 
arguably authenticity of learning experiences alone.

The focus in the book is purposefully on using enquiry in the 
classroom with snippets on fieldwork enquiry. The author 
discusses a variety of approaches to enquiry from teacher 
directed to student self-direction noting that in practice, for 
a variety of reasons, “enquiry has to be strongly guided” (p. 
4). That position of teacher leadership in enquiry is taken by a 
number of Australian schools and curriculum and assessment 
authorities.

The book is evidence-based and draws upon the author’s 
extensive experience around the world and her keen and 
extensive scholarship using relevant contemporary literature 
and thinking. It has twenty-one highly readable chapters with 
appropriate bite size information and ideas. 

While all chapters were of interest, three stand out to me, after 
orientating the reader in the early chapters. These are chapter 
9 Developing conceptual understanding through geographical 
enquiry, chapter 10 Teachers’ talk in the enquiry classroom, 
and chapter 21 Using the world wide web: web enquiries.  

The book includes useful appendices including Planning an 
enquiry-based unit of work and another on teaching strategies 
in geography. Indeed, there are few stones unturned with 
regard to key geographical ideas and debates that give the 
reader a real sense of what geography is about.

The book is well illustrated with visually attractive and appealing 
photographs and other figures as well as tables that add to 
the ease of understanding of the text. It is a very well-written 
book that I would highly recommend to inform professional 
knowledge and practices for both pre-service and in-service 
teachers wanting a contemporary work that is very readable.

Professor Ken Purnell
Central Queensland University, Rockhampton, Queensland

Editor, Jim Salinger, brings together some of the world’s 
leading scientists to describe what is happening already, how 

our everyday lives are and will be affected, and what actions  
should be taken in terms of risk management. Experts in 
various disciplines explore the impacts in short, sometimes 
quite technical, essays.

The book is divided into five sections: section 1 what nature is 
telling us, section 2 water, section 3 food, section 4 health, and 
section 5 our future: decisions we need to make now.

The chapters on water (particularly those by Francis Chiew 
and Samantha Capon) are particularly relevant to geography 
teachers as the focus on enhanced hydrological variability 
underscores the reduced reliability of water supply, thus 
compounding water management and adaptation challenges, 
especially in the Murray-Darling Basin. There will continue to 
be increased competition for water resources and therefore the 
potential for conflict. The authors suggest that conventional 
approaches to water resource planning and management are 
inappropriate and that in the 21st century they will have to 
focus on risk management.

The issue of food security is raised as a major challenge, 
whether it be wheat, grasslands largely through livestock 
production, viticulture or marine fisheries. All are being affected 
by climate change. Impacts are not limited to food but also 
human health including the risks involved with more frequent 
heat waves and the spread of infectious diseases. 

The final section raises some interesting questions. Stephen 
Schneider tackles the issue of making judgements about 
acceptable and unacceptable risks. He notes that as there is 
a delay between emissions and temperature change and that 
“uncertainty is no longer a reasonable justification for delay” (p. 
209).

Jan Sinclair addresses the issue of media coverage and the 
lack of connection between what scientists are saying and the 
understandings and writings of journalists and policy makers. 

Finally, Jonathan Boston says that the question about what 
to do about climate change is fundamentally an ethical one. 
He focuses on three key issues: our responsibilities to future 
generations; the appropriate discount rate to use when 
considering the economic costs and benefits of policy options 
to address climate change; and how the costs or burdens of 
mitigation and adaptation should be shared.

This book is definitely a teacher resource and would be read to 
enhance an understanding of the complexities of the topic. A 
useful addition would have been an essay on the impact of fire 
in an era of climate change.

David Williams
Caulfield Grammar School, Caulfield Campus, Victoria

http://www.publish.csiro.au
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The contention of this book is that although the world could 
possibly reach a total population of 10 billion, it is the way in 
which people live on the planet, and the impact they have, that 
is much more important in determining whether a population of 
this size can be supported. 

The book has eight chapters, the first being an introduction 
subtitled Stop worrying and each subsequent chapter centred 
on the time in which significant milestones of our world 
population were reached. Chapter 2 The first half of human 
history covers the time period it took to reach 5 billion and then 
the following chapters cover each additional billion. The last 
two chapters are aptly entitled 10 billion?  and Or not 10 billion. 

Written by a professor of geography, this paperback is an 
academic book. It contains extensive references for each 
chapter as well as a detailed index. Both these aspects make 
it very useful as a teacher reference, or perhaps segments 
of it could be used with senior classes as the basis for some 
challenging discussions in regard to the future demographic 
characteristics of our world and the value of the concept of 
carrying capacity. 

Each chapter raises numerous issues linked to population 
growth, such as the use of water resources, urban sprawl and 
the imbalance in food production and consumption to name a 
few.

It is important to note that the author is not a pessimist 
about the future of human survival. He argues the planet can 
support ten billion people but not in the manner of our current 
consumption patterns. In addition, he admits that he does not 
envisage the world will in fact reach a population of ten billion. 

He concludes “no reliable estimates of a sustainable human 
population for the planet exist and any estimates would depend 
on what sort of society was thought acceptable, what kind of 
technology the society coexisted with and how well” (p. 366).

My one criticism was that the accompanying graphics were too 
small as well as printed only in black and white which made 
them difficult to read at times.

Overall, a thought provoking book.

Trish Douglas
Eltham College, Victoria

Teaching geography 
creatively. 
Edited by Stephen Scoffham. 
Abingdon: Routledge, 

2013, 220 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9780415508193. 
http://www.routledge.com 

This resource, a collaboration between teachers and academics, 
draws on current research and theory. It provides practical 
approaches for integrating both enjoyment and inspiration into 
the primary geography classroom. 

As a vital element of effective teaching, encouraging creativity 
matters: there is significant growth in digital and creative 
industries, it re-engages young minds and prepares our 
students for 21st century society. 

Creativity is cognitive, social and emotional, and is strongly 
associated with play and imagination. Children most value 
those subjects that spark their curiosity and encourage them to 
explore, and the F–6 geography curriculum actively encourages 
critical and creative thinking as one of the general capabilities. 

Teaching creatively is not necessarily the easy option, but 
this resource provides simple ideas and routines for primary 
classroom use either on a daily basis, or for longer inquiry-
based learning sequences.

The collection ranges from ideas for teaching geography 
through music, maths, history and the creative arts to learning 
about the environment and sustainability through problem-
solving. 

Two chapters stand out. Exploring geography through picture-
book stories brings into the classroom not only the world, but 
also a second or third teacher.  Representing places in maps 
and art promotes visual literacy and strongly advocates for map 
work to be related to real situations and needs rather than an 
isolated or decontextualised exercise. Aboriginal dreamings are 
referenced by this author as both maps, diagrams and plans – 
for they have a key where symbols are representative. 

As Michael Palin, the patron of the Royal Geographic Society 
espouses, “Geography is a fusion of the power of imagination 
and the hard truths of science”. As teachers, we would do well 
to remember that Possibility Thinking will provide the solutions 
of the future – and equipping young people with the scope to 
come up with alternatives, and imagine their futures, is the best 
evidence of creative power at work. 

Teaching geography creatively would be an excellent addition to 
the primary teacher’s resource shelf. 

Cleo Westhorpe
Melbourne Girls Grammar School, Victoria

Population 10 billion: 
the coming demographic crisis 
and how to survive it. By Danny 
Dorling. London: Constable and 
Robinson, 

2013, 438 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9781780334912. 
http://www.allenandunwin.com
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The last place you’d look 
for a wallaby: 
My obsessive quest to seek 
out alien species. By Glen 
Chilton. St Lucia: University of 
Queensland Press, 

2013, 289 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9780702249778. 
http://www.uqp.uq.edu.au

The people’s guide to 
spatial thinking. 
By Diana Sinton with Sarah 
Bednarz, Phil Gersmehl, 
Robert Kolvoord, and David 
Uttal. Washington DC: National 
Council for Geographic 
Education, 

2013, 45 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9781884136214.
http:// www.ncge.org

Understanding and 
teaching the Australian 
Curriculum: 
Geography for primary schools. 
By Alaric Maude. Cheltenham: 
Hawker Brownlow, 
2014, 291 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9781760011710. 
http:// www.hbe.com.au

The last place you’d look for a wallaby is an account of the 
adventures of behavioural ecologist and ornithologist, Dr Glen 
Chilton, as he seeks out alien species across the world. 

The book is divided into fourteen chapters, each focusing on 
the introduction, spread and impact of an invasive species at 
a specific location. This allows the reader to treat the book 
as a collection of unique short stories. Examples include the 
exploration of a small but stable population of wallabies on the 
island of Inchconnachan in Scotland, the destruction caused by 
termites in New Orleans, and the spread of eucalyptus trees in 
Ethiopia. 

After reading several chapters, links can be made between these 
scenarios. In each case, Chilton explains the reason why the 
species was initially introduced, why it became invasive in some 
areas and not others, and how small-scale actions have led to 
massive environmental degradation. 

Issues such as genetic diversity, habitat destruction and species 
competition are also explored while contentious management 
practices are debated. By highlighting the actions taken by local 
groups in an attempt to eradicate these alien species, Chilton 
leaves the reader feeling positive about current action rather 
than solely focusing on the hopelessness of the situation. 

A definite strength of this book is its ability to tackle such 
a widespread and complex issue in a light-hearted and 
entertaining manner. Chilton’s dry sense of humour becomes 
addictive as his explorations are interjected with anecdotes 
about his travels that include difficulties with locals, inaccurate 
guidebooks, and transport woes that will be familiar to the well-
seasoned traveller.  

I would highly recommend this book to geography teachers, 
senior students and avid travellers who are seeking an 
entertaining way to learn about invasive species found in unique 
corners of the globe.

Adrian De Fanti
Cranbourne Secondary College, Victoria

This book is easy to read and provides a summary and analysis 
of the current knowledge of spatial thinking.  It highlights the 
importance of spatial thinking through using a wide variety of 
common and complex examples and phenomena. The reader 
is armed with multiple examples of the pervasiveness of the 
spatial in our lives and how to incorporate it into our teaching. 

The first twelve chapters give a brief but informative 45-page 
overview of the meaning and context of spatial thinking. 
The book then concludes with interesting Frequently Asked 
Questions and a Note for Geography Educators.  

It is clear that the curriculum home of spatial thinking and the 
geo-technologies is geography.  Geographical thinking is the 
missing element to STEM (Science Technology Engineering and 
Mathematics) curricula. The book provides ample evidence, 
and clearly demonstrates that spatial thinking from the nano to 
the astrophysical scales is an essential part of everyone’s living 
existence. 

Stephen Latham
Geography Teachers’ Association of Victoria, Camberwell 
South

This is a comprehensive teacher resource that addresses the 
new Australian Curriculum: Geography, Foundation to Year 6 for 
Australian schools. 

The detailed analysis of each aspect of the new curriculum, 
together with the numerous resources ideas and teaching 
suggestions, will appeal to both experienced geography 
teachers and those new to the field. 

The text is organised into chapters which start by exploring 
geography in the primary school curriculum through focusing 
on the seven geographical concepts which are integral to the 
teaching and learning in geography F–12. 

http://www.ncge.org
http://www.hbe.com.au
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Chapters 1 and 2 serve as an effective way to get to know the 
two curriculum strands with a big picture focus before delving 
into year level specific content by unpacking the Knowledge and 
Understanding and Inquiry and Skills strands. These chapters 
explicitly outline the progression in understanding, from 
Foundation to Year 6, of the seven geographical concepts, as 
well as where to start with an inquiry teaching focus, outlining 
skills, fieldwork suggestions, and a wealth of resources to 
support inquiry methodology. 

Each remaining chapter is then devoted to a different year 
level, providing information on the focus for that year, content 
descriptions and elaborations, suggested resources, teaching 
approaches and ways to interpret the achievement standard in 
relation to the content descriptions. 

An outstanding feature is the book’s detailed analysis of most 
aspects of the geography curriculum in the one resource. It 
allows teachers to access all the curriculum has to offer without 
having to spend hours themselves analysing the two strands 
to understand what to teach, extracting the cross-curriculum 
links, finding print and digital resources, and understanding the 
expectation of the achievement standards. 

Whilst this is definitely a teacher guide to planning rather than 
a black line master resource, new and experienced teachers 
to geography will appreciate the suggested teaching sequence 
for each year level as well as sample lessons that are offered 
to address the key concepts and achievement standard of that 
year level. These suggestions provide a wonderful stepping 
stone to allow users to take their teaching and learning in the 
direction they choose. As primary school teachers work across 
all curriculum areas, the addition of inquiry links across the 
curriculum is yet another example of this resource giving the 
reader all the tools to teach geography in a detailed, supported 
and holistic way. 

This is a value for money resource, which provides an in-
depth analysis of all aspects of the new Australian Curriculum: 
Geography. Whether you use parts or a lot of what is offered 
in this resource, I would recommend this to those new to the 
field, as well as those keen to upskill themselves to teach 21st 
Century geography in primary schools effectively.  

Kylie Simon
Victor Harbor R–7 School, South Australia

Welcome to my country. 
By Laklak Burarrwanga, Sarah 
Wright, Sandie Suchet-Pearson, 
Kate Lloyd, and family. Crows 
Nest: Allen and Unwin, 

2013, 209 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9781743313961. 
http://: www.allenandunwin.com

Welcome to my country is a non-fictional account of the life of 
the Yolnu people of North-East Arnhem Land and the personal 

history of Laklak Burarrwanga written by Laklak and her family 
in which they want to share the beauty of our country with 
readers (p. xii). 

The nine writers include six Yolnu indigenous women and three 
adopted non-indigenous women from South Australia, and they 
have worked as a research collaborative since 2006.

This compact book is made up of eight chapters on diverse 
aspects of Yolnu culture including kinship, astronomy and 
farming. Each chapter is intertwined with Laklak’s accounts 
of events in her own life. The tone is direct, explanatory and 
conversational and the reader is treated as a companion. The 
authors’ voices in the book are authentic and, through rich 
description, they give the reader a powerful sense of their place, 
their home Bawaka, and its stories, connections, rhythms and 
songlines. 

The book is a careful and deliberate sharing of knowledge 
and mirrors the Yolnu ways of sharing knowledge within their 
culture. Laklak’s personal accounts are fascinating and her 
history encapsulates the challenges faced by Aboriginal groups 
in recent decades – the fight for land rights, the Homeland 
Movement, and the push for indigenous education. 

She describes life in both the Aboriginal and the white worlds 
and writes with grace about discrimination and the fight against 
it. Laklak is a teacher, mother, entrepreneur, inspirational 
woman, and a vital voice for women and Aboriginal 
communities. 

The photography is excellent and complements the text 
throughout. Comprehensive and useful wordlists with 
definitions, and glossaries of the seasons and kinship systems, 
help the reader understand aspects of Yolnu language and 
culture that may be unfamiliar and challenging. The map 
and comprehensive index will make it easy for teachers and 
researchers to focus on particular matters of interest and use 
the contents in lessons.

I highly recommend this book to all with an interest in Australia 
and its people and particularly those with a responsibility 
to teach about Australia’s changing cultural and social 
geographies. The reading level is accessible to upper primary 
and secondary school age groups and text excerpts and images 
from the book would make fantastic classroom resources in 
teaching for diverse topics including Aboriginal places and 
cultures, environment, storytelling and social history.

Laklak hopes that “when you’ll read this book, you will 
understand who we are” (p. v). This book achieves its aim of 
helping napaki, or non-indigenous people, understand about 
the Yolnu. Reading it feels like spending time with these women 
and is the next best thing to visiting Bawaka in person.

Paula Cooper 
Turramurra, New South Wales

http://www.allenandunwin.com
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Shaping a Nation: A Geology of Australia is the story 
of a continent’s geological evolution as seen through the 
lens of human impacts. 

Exploring the geology, resources and landscapes of Australia, the book reveals how these have helped to shape this nation’s society, environment and wealth. Presented in a refreshingly non‑linear format, the book summarises much of what we know about this country’s geological history, discussing the fossil record and evolution of life across the continent, describing its mineral and energy reserves, and revealing the significance of its coastal and groundwater systems. 
The book also explores some of the challenges and opportunities presented by Australia’s rich geological heritage, and outlines the issues they present in Australian society today. Based on much of the latest science, the book reveals Australia’s expertise in the geosciences and reinforces the vital role they play in informing its present and future development. 
In presenting the latest geoscientific knowledge, Shaping a Nation is vividly illustrated by technical drawings and figures and accompanied by stunning photography that reveals the extraordinary beauty of Australia’s geology and landscapes. For the avid reader, an accompanying DVD hosts extensive appendices, including supplementary reading and reference material, maps, movies and an interactive 3D model showcasing many geoscience datasets. 

Geoscience Australia     
Richard Blewett, Chief Editor

Shaping a Nation
a g e o lo g y o f au st r a l i a

Shaping a Nation: 
A Geology of Australia

GA-13-7781

Shaping a Nation tells the story of a continent’s 
geological evolution and fortune, as seen through the 
lens of human impacts. The book summarises the latest 
thinking about Australia’s geological history, describing 
the significance of its mineral and energy reserves, the 
development of its coastal and groundwater systems 
and the evolution of life across the continent. In revealing 
how these factors have impacted on Australian society 
over time, Shaping a Nation also explores some of the 
modern challenges and opportunities they offer us. 

Superbly presented in hard cover and accompanied by 
full colour photography and illustrations, this book offers 
both a compelling interpretation of and spectacular 
visual journey through Australia’s geological past. 

Bonus DVD
Shaping a Nation: A Geology of Australia comes 
packaged with a DVD of supporting resources, including 
further reading, movies and animations, full colour maps 
and an interactive 3D model showcasing many national 
and regional geoscience datasets.
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